The Story of British Diplomacy-sovereign lord.* This was in the Palmerstonian line. Tunisian affairs had, however, strained French relations with the Porte. It was thus the French objection practically to recognise the Sultan's prerogative that compelled England to waive a diplomatic point, and herself do the tranquillising work. In the hands of successive ministers of varying calibre and of personally different ideas, the Concert has proved a diplomatic instrument of appreciable efficacy. Its failures have been caused not only by contradictory councils in Whitehall, but by the disturbing and paralysing influences of popular passion. Like other delicate agencies, it requires skill in using as well as congenial conditions for its success. Thus, in 1897, the point of impatience to which the Greek mind had been worked up by the newspaper writers and agitation-mongers of Athens, Paris and London, forced the pace, kindled the Greco-Turkish War, and so prevented the bloodless cession then in course of arrangement by co-operation between the chanceries, of London, Paris and St Petersburg. The same pressure from without and not any diplomatic hitch frustrated Lord Kimberley's endeavours to unite the Powers in protecting the Porte's Christian subjects. The test to which the Salisbury diplomacy seemed least equal was that applied in Europe rather than in Asia. It came in 1892, and consisted of the Heligo-
* In 1881, the then unprecedentedly democratic Gladstonian Government, with Granville at the Foreign Office, was about to coerce Turkey by a naval demonstration into the cession of Montenegro. In the September of 1881, Lord Salisbury prophesied just as much success for the expedient as if six washing-tubs with the flags of the different nations had been sent to the Adriatic. On the 26th of the next November,, Dervish Pasha evacuated Dulcigno, into which he had fought his way, and the demonstration had done its work.
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